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THE MANSE 1850 
Private 
E l l i c o t t City 
The Manse is a three bay wide, two bay deep three and a ha l f story high gran i te 
s t ructure wi th a gabled roof running east-west and two br ick chimneys r i s i n g out 
o f i t s east w a l l . A three bay wide, two bay deep two story frame and gran i te 
(gran i te f i r s t f l oo r and frame second f l oo r ) north wing springs from the north 
wal l whose gabled roof , running north-south, in tersects wi th the gabled roof 
of the main s t ruc tu re . 

Fenestration is double-hung, propor t iona l ly scaled and v e r t i c a l l y a l l i gned 
on the south f ron t facade, decorated w i th pro ject ing stone s i l l s and f l a t stone 
1 i n t e l s . 

The Manse is b u i l t in to the slope of a h i l l so that the second f l o o r i n 
f ron t becomes the f i r s t f l oo r from the ground in the rear. Used as a home fo r 
the pastors o f the F i rs t Presbyterian Church and t h e i r act ive f am i l i es , s to r ies 
are t o l d o f chi ldren see-sawing out of second f l oo r rear windows and older boys 
sending signals to the g i r l s at the Patapsco Female I n s t i t u t e on the adjo in ing 
h i l l . The Reverend M. Gr ie r , the Reverend Huntington, the Reverend P i t t i n g e r , 
the Reverend Hooper and the Reverend Branch were ear ly occupants o f th i s very 
much l i v e d - i n and prayed-in home. 
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7. DESCtf«?TtON 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T > . I D O R I G I N A L ( H known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Manse is a three bay wide, two bay deep, three and a h a l f story high 
grani te st ructure wi th a gabled roof running east-west and two br ick chimneys 
r i s i n g out -of i t s east w a l l . A three bay wide, two bay deep two story frame 
and grani te (gran i te f i r s t f l o o r and frame second f l oo r ) north wing springs 
from the north wall whose gabled roof running north-south in tersects w i th the 
gabled roof of the main s t ruc tu re . 

The east wall of the south wing holds a second and t h i r d s tory rec
tangular window with s i x -over -s i x l i t e s , f l a t stone l i n t e l s and p ro jec t ing 
stone s i l l s . A double a t t i c window l i es in the A o f the gable composed o f 
two rectangular double-hung windows with four-over- four l i t e s . A rectangu
l a r entrance door is located in the north bay of the east wall which is 
approached by a stone ter race. 

Three rectangular double-hung f i r s t and second f l o o r windows holding 
s ix -over -s ix l i t e s rest in the east wall o f the stone and frame add i t i on . 
(The bu i ld ing is b u i l t in to the slope of a h i l l so that the second f l o o r 
becomes the f i r s t f l o o r . ) 

The grounds of the f ront of the house are terraced wi th two re ta in ing 
stone wal ls and approached by three wide grani te steps, a br ick landing and 
an addi t ional e ight grani te steps, which br ing you to the one story high f l a t 
roofed open f ron t porch which is supported by three square gran i te p i l l a r s . 
An i ron r a i l i n g runs along the perimeter of the porch roof creat ing a second 
f l oo r te r race. 

The deeply set rectangular red wood south entrance door is located in 
the west bay holding three l i t e s and surmounted by a four l i t e transom. Two 
t a l l rectangular south windows l i e in the middle and east bays, holding one-
over-one l i t e s and decorated by shut ters . The windows on the second and 
t h i r d f loors are rectangular in shape, holding s ix -over -s i x l i t e s , decorated 
wi th shut te rs , p ropor t iona l ly scaled and v e r t i c a l l y a l l i g n e d . The second 
f l oo r south windows in the east and west bays have f l a t stone l i n t e l s and 
pro ject ing wooden s i l l s . A central french door onto the terrace holds 4-4 
l i t e s and is decorated wi th a f l a t arched st retcher stone l i n t e l surmounted 
by a f l a t stone l i n t e l . The cornice of the roof is decorated wi th a row of 
simple brackets which give a dent i l row e f f ec t . 

The west wall of the house holds a f i r s t f l oo r rectangular, double-hung 
window wi th two-over-two l i t e s , two second f l o o r rectangular double-hung 
windows wi th s ix -over -s ix l i t e s , and a s im i la r t h i r d f l oo r window in the 
north bay o f the o r i g ina l o ld house. An a t t i c window wi th four -over - four 
l i t e s i s surmounted by a wide stone l i n t e l . 

A rectangular br ick gabled roof (running east-west)st ructure once used 
as an outdoor k i tchen, l i e s on the east side o f - the house. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This house served as a home for the pastors of the First Presbyterian 
Church, now the headquarters for the Howard County Historical Society. 
It was constructed in 1850 into the steep slope of a hill so that though 
three and a half stories high facing Church Road, it is only two stories 
high near the north wall of the original south wing. As in the case of many 
buildings built into the rocky slopes of Ellicott Mills, it creates an 
interesting effect. Its first floor has a front parlor and what was a small 
dug out cellar. The second floor holds a second floor sitting room (pre
viously the pastor's study), a small bedroom, once a winter kitchen, a 
dining room and pantry. Three bedrooms (one a den) are located on the third 
floor. Recently acquired by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hogg, Jr., the Manse has 
undergone restoration and become a pleasant sunny home for its new owners. 

Between the years 1881-1909, the Reverend Henry Branch lived here with 
his family. Tales are told of children toppling out of the second floor 
bedroom windows on to the ground due to the slope of the hill and of older 
boys sending signals to the girls at the Patapsco Female Institute. 
In 1910 a new Manse was built near the Courthouse and church to enable the 
pastor to be more easily available for those seeking quick marriages. When 
the days of quick marriages came to an end, the old Manse was once again 
occupied by successive pastors until 1956 when the church outgrew its 
facilities. It was then bought and restored by Dr. & Mrs. William Van Royen 
and is now owned by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hogg, Jr. 

(See also H0-56 First Presbyterian Church and now the Howard County 
Historical Society.) 
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